NASA RASC-AL competition:
Creating an International Lunar University and
Living and Working on the Moon in the Near Term

NASA RASC-AL Competition

NASA’s RASC-AL (Revolutionary Aerospace Systems Concepts Academic Linkage) program is sponsoring a
graduate/undergraduate student competition that is now underway and requires a report to be submitted
by Feb. 24, 2025. One of the three current competition topics is “Sustained Lunar Evolution — An
Inspirational Moment.” The project summary below has been submitted for this year’s competition. The
USC team will work on background information at present and will dive in more strongly at the start of
the Lunar Colonization course in the Spring, 2025, semester. (You don’t have to take the course to join
the competition or join the competition to take the course.). If you would like more information or would
like to join the competition, please send an email to Julie Jackson at jjackson@smad.com or call 310-539-
2306.

USC Project Summary

Research suggests that we should be able to create a profitable, income-generating lunar settlement and
an international lunar university that would allow graduate students, faculty, entrepreneurs, and tourists
to live, work, and vacation on the Moon in the next 5 to 10 years at moderate cost. This needs to be a
commercial activity — selling products, vacations, real estate, sponsored research, and other commercial
elements and activities and making a rather large profit. Of course, that profit comes in part from
advertising on the Earth for the product or information that you are developing on the Moon.
Unfortunately, traditional astronautics professionals know zero (or less) about marketing and commercial
activity.

Clearly we know how to land people on the Moon, but it has been more than 50 years since we have done
so. Therefore, It will also clearly require significant changes to make living and working on the Moon and
the International Lunar University (ILU) happen in the near term. It is our intent to build on the work of
NASA, the International Space University (ISU), and others to show how this can happen. This includes
the construction of a near-term large lunar structure to house this activity.

The goal of the research project is fourfold:
1. Summarize the evidence that the colony can be achieved in the near term
2. Outline the potential construction of the first lunar structure and colony
3. Summarize the goals of the first lunar colony and the ILU (on the Moon and the Earth)
4. Outline the preliminary goals and prospects of a long-term lunar colony and ILU
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